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Thanks, John 
Honsberger





Osgoode Hall in 1880

Courtesy of Toronto Public Library



Great library

Courtesy of Toronto Public Library





City of Toronto

City of Toronto Archives, Fonds 2, Series 2421, File 5, Item 10



Saturday Globe



Adelaide St. Courthouse

Courtesy of Toronto Public Library



Ada Read, 
first Librarian 
of the 
Association



Courtesy of Toronto Public Library



Books 
received -
1889





From Beavan’s 
Reports, vol. 3, 
1840-41



City Hall and 
Courthouse

Courtesy of Toronto Public Library



The Turn of 
the Century

Library issues
• Space
• New titles
• Students
• Lost books
• Book repairs

Law firms
• Breakup of McCarthy Osler
• Women in the law





Librarian’s 
report –
1937



Librarian’s 
report -
1940



Librarian’s 
report -
1949



Librarian’s 
report -
1951



The 1950’s

Library issues
• Space
• Damaged books – book repairs
• Keeping the library clean
• 1st professional librarian hired in 1955

Law firms
A female lawyer on her way to the Supreme court 
of Canada



The 1960’s

Library issues
• Finally, a new courthouse and library
• Challenges of a move
• Budget for an ever growing library

Toronto
• New City Hall
• Toronto-Dominion Tower





Current library under construction

Courtesy of LSO Archives



From Chancery 
Division, vol. 2, 
1969







A private 
place to work



Librarian’s 
report -
1975



A publisher’s 
bonanza

• Business Law Reports 1977
• Canadian Cases on Employment Law 1983

• Canadian Cases on the Law of Insurance 1983
• Canadian Cases on the Law of Torts 1976
• Canadian Customs & Excise Reports 1980

• Canadian Intellectual Property Reports 1984
• Canadian Environmental Law Report 1991



Courthouse Library in the 1980’s

Courtesy of LSO Archives



Courthouse Library – today









TLA Library 
Virtual Walk 

Through
Please visit 
http://tlaonline.ca/site/library/library_services?nav=sidebar  
to access the video of the library shown during the 
presentation. 

http://tlaonline.ca/site/library/library_services?nav=sidebar
















Centennial 
anniversary 

celebrations -
1985

Courtesy of LSO Archives
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