


❖ Types of Legislative Materials

• Print Materials

• Online Sources 

❖ Research Examples

• Point-in-time

• Legislative History (Intent)

• Noting Up

❖ Tracking



TYPES OF LEGISLATIVE MATERIALS
• Bills

• Journals / Debates “Hansard”

• Committee Reports

• Statutes / Revised Statutes

• Regulations / Revised 
Regulations

• Gazette

• By-laws

• Statutory Instruments (SIs) / 
Orders In Council (OICs) / 
Proclamations

• Statute Citator

• Table of Public 
Statutes

• Concordances

Other Useful Tools



WHERE TO FIND THEM : PRINT PUBLICATIONS

• Statutes

➢ Annual

➢ Revised

▪ RSO 1990

▪ RSC 1985



WHERE TO FIND THEM : PRINT PUBLICATIONS

• Regulations

➢ Gazette



WHERE TO FIND THEM : PRINT PUBLICATIONS

• Table of Public Statutes

➢ Coloured pages at the 

back of Annual Statutes



WHERE TO FIND THEM : PRINT PUBLICATIONS

• Ontario / Canada Citator



WHERE TO FIND THEM : ONLINE SOURCES

• CanLII.org (Point-in-time ~2002 onward)

➢ Statutes, Regulations

• e-Laws (Ontario)

➢ Statutes, Regulations, Legislative Tables

• Justice Laws (Federal)

➢ Statutes, Regulations, Legislative Tables

• Quicklaw Advance, WestlawNext : YMMV

https://www.canlii.org/en/
https://www.ontario.ca/laws
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/legislative-tables
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/TablePublicStatutes/index.html


WHERE TO FIND THEM : ONLINE SOURCES

• *HeinOnline (LSO Login Required)

➢ Scanned Historical Federal and Provincial Statutes

• Osgoode Hall Digital Commons (Ontario)

➢ Scanned Historical Provincial Statutes

• LEGISinfo (Federal)

➢ Bills, Debates

• Canada Gazette (1998- ), LAC (1841-1997)

➢ Regulations (Federal)

https://home.heinonline.org/
https://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/statutes/
https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/Home.aspx?ParliamentSession=43-2
https://www.gazette.gc.ca/accueil-home-eng.html
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/politics-government/canada-gazette/Pages/canada-gazette.aspx


SECRET BONUS ONLINE SOURCE

• Internet Archive: 

➢ Old Ontario Regulations

➢ Legislative Assembly of Ontario Collection

➢ Government Publications

https://archive.org/details/ontarioregulations
https://archive.org/details/ontla
https://archive.org/details/governmentpublications


RESEARCH TASKS

• Creating a point-in-time version

• Finding legislative intent

• Noting Up – locating relevant case law



RESEARCH TASKS: TIPS

• Narrow the information that you need FIRST

✓ Specific section number?

✓ Is the section number you have the 

current number or the past number?

✓ Specific wording in the section?

✓ Specific date?

✓ What jurisdiction(s)?



EXAMPLE : TRACING LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

“I’m looking to find when the section on Dueling was added 

to the Criminal Code.”

Tools Used: Print (HeinOnline digitized)

https://home.heinonline.org/


EXAMPLE : FOLLOWING THE BREADCRUMBS



EXAMPLE : FOLLOWING THE BREADCRUMBS
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EXAMPLE : FOLLOWING THE BREADCRUMBS



EXAMPLE : FOLLOWING THE BREADCRUMBS



CONCORDANCES

• Queens Guide

• Quicklaw Index of Concordances

Canadian Labour Law Reporter (QL)

https://guides.library.queensu.ca/legislative-concordances/overview
https://www.lexisnexis.ca/pdf/products/lexis-advance-quicklaw/LexisAdvanceQuicklaw-TablesOfConcordance.pdf


EXAMPLE : POINT-IN-TIME

“We need to find out what s. 108 of the Customs Act, 

R.S.C.  1985, c. 1 (2nd Supp.) said before it was repealed in 

2001.  By way of background, I had to look at s. 46 of the 

federal Farm Products Agencies Act which has a 

reference to s. 108 of the Customs Act. Unfortunately, s. 

108 is no longer there.”

Tools Used: Print (HeinOnline digitized), Justice Laws

https://home.heinonline.org/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/


EXAMPLE : NO BREADCRUMB!

• Check the most recent consolidation BEFORE 
the date in which you are interested

RSC 1985 c. 1 (2nd Supp.) 

• Use the Citators/Table of Public Statutes to 
update the years from consolidation to the 
year with which you’re concerned

2001



EXAMPLE : POINT-IN-TIME

RSC 1985 c. 1 (2nd Supp.) 



EXAMPLE : UPDATING 1985 TO 2001

• Table of Public Statutes

• Canada Statute Citator



EXAMPLE : FINAL ANSWER

• A copy of the ‘original’ from 1985

• A copy of the amendment from 1995

• A copy of the amendment from 1999

• A copy of the Citator/ToPS page (just to be thorough)

Tools Used: Print (HeinOnline digitized), Justice Laws

https://home.heinonline.org/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/


Check the end provision of the Statute

• Specified Date

• Date receives Royal Assent

• Proclamation



FINDING CIF INFORMATION : FEDERAL

Justice Laws: 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/TablePublicStatutes/

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/TablePublicStatutes/


FINDING CIF INFORMATION : ONTARIO

e-Laws: 

http://www.ontario.ca/laws/public-statutes-and-ministers-

responsible

http://www.ontario.ca/laws/public-statutes-and-ministers-responsible


WHERE TO LOOK FOR PROCLAMATIONS (FEDERAL)

• Privy Council Website: Orders in Council

• *Law Society of Saskatchewan

• Canada Gazette Parts II and III

https://orders-in-council.canada.ca/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/for-lawyers-and-students/practice-resources/general-resources/canada-proclamations/




“In a broad sense the legislative history of an enactment consists of 
everything that relates to its conception, preparation and passage, from the 
earliest proposals for legislative change to royal assent. This includes the 
reports of law reform commissions and other similar bodies; departmental 
and committee studies and recommendations; proposals and memoranda 
submitted to Cabinet; the remarks of the Minister responsible for the bill; 
materials tabled or otherwise brought to the attention of the legislature 
during the legislative process, including explanatory notes; materials 
published by the government during the legislative process, such as 
explanatory papers or press releases; legislative committee hearings and 
reports; debates on the floor of the legislature; the record of motions to 
amend the bill; regulatory impact analysis statements; and more. It also 
includes the record of previous attempts to enact similar or identical 
legislation that died on the order paper.”

Sullivan on the Construction of Statutes, 6th Ed.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY



LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Trace it back
• Find originating statute where the provision first appeared

Find Bill Number

• Often included in the Annual Statutes’ Table of Contents, sometimes will 

need to look in Debates Indices or Journals



LEGISLATIVE HISTORY



LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Trace it back
• Find originating statute where the provision first appeared

Find Bill Number

Look Up Associated Documents

• Often included in the Annual Statutes’ Table of Contents, sometimes will 

need to look in Debates Indices or Journals



DEBATES (HANSARD) 

• First Reading – explanatory notes by 

introducing Minister

• Second Reading – debate in the house

OTHER (HOUSE/SENATE)

• Committee Proceedings & Reports 

• Reports from Public Consultations

• Government Green & White Papers

• Policy Papers

LEGISinfo

lipad
parl.canadiana

https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/Home.aspx?ParliamentSession=43-2
https://www.lipad.ca/
https://parl.canadiana.ca/


LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: DEBATES
Bail Reform Act, SC 1970-71-72, c. 37 https://parl.canadiana.ca/

https://parl.canadiana.ca/


DEBATES

Bail Reform Act, SC 1970-71-72, c. 37



LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS



LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: POLICY PAPERS
Library of Parliament

https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications#gsc.tab=0


NOTING UP : LOCATING RELEVANT CASE LAW 

• Annotated Acts

• Canadian / Ontario Statute Annotations

• Note up by section # (CanLII / QL / WL)

• Search the text of cases using :          

“Customs Act /5 108”

• Narrow filters by date



TRACKING & MONITORING

• Slaw Tips

http://tips.slaw.ca/2019/research/legislation-tracking-services/


TRICKY THINGS

• Private Statutes

• Changing Section Numbers

• Old Regulations 

• Very old Statutes

• Passed but not in force

If you get stuck, use available tools! (Table of Public 

Statutes, Citators, etc.)




